14                 THE   COLLECTED  WORKS  OF  MAHATMA  GANDHI
hand-spun khadi and distributed lakhs amongst the poorest workers
in the country. It is not a sign of bad soldiery to find Bengal, the
United Provinces, and the Punjab supplying prisoners as fast as
Government can take them. And, when the word is passed round
the other provinces for repression of a violent type, I doubt not
that they will shine just as brilliantly as the three fortunate ones
I have mentioned.
SOME PROOFS
The following letter1 from the surviving Secretary of the
U.P. Provincial Congress Committee, Mr. Jiaram Saksena, speaks
for itself:
Of all the local office-bearers of the U-P. Provincial Congress Com-
mittee, I am the only unfortunate Secretary who is yet out of jail It has,
therefore, fallen to my lot to inform you of what has recently happened
here.
The Provincial Congress Committee office was searched at about
midnight and the registers of the U.P- Congress Committee, Executive
Council and other subordinate bodies were taken away by the Deputy
Superintendent of Police who conducted the search. Besides, the Khilafat
Committee office and the houses of the gentlemen arrested were searched,
We have now started civil disobedience in Allahabad in an orga-
nized and systematic form. National Volunteers are being briskly recruited.
. . . Yesterday a batch of a dozen volunteers was sent out for a round
in the city with national badges on their arms, singing patriotic songs.
. . . none was taken in custody. . . . Today the same batch with another
of a dozen volunteers paraded the town. ... No arrests took place
today. . * .
Of equal value is the following from a Lahore correspondent:2
The general atmosphere is very good. People are fearless and non-
violent. The City Congress Committees are sending out volunteers to hold
meetings in different parts of the town at the same hour, to read out the
same written speech, and to sing the same song and disperse within ten
or fifteen minutes. Yesterday (the 8th instant) twenty such meetings were
held in twenty centres . , . Fear of arrest or the jail is gone.
Surely, this is a record of which any country would be proud.
LEST WE FORGET
The same Lahore correspondent, however, regretfully mentions
that the khadi movement has suffered a set-back and that khadi
1 & 2 Only excerpts reproduced here